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4 - 10pm

MONDAYS
open for drop-in 

THISTLE
SCHEDULE*
Please visit our website for up-to-
date information on our schedule

 * * * www.purplethistle.ca * * * 

Collective Meeting 7pm

4 - 10pm

TUESDAYS
open for drop-in 

Radical Gardeners: Garden Work 
& Meeting 3pm

4 - 10pm

WEDNESDAYS
open for drop-in 

alternative processes 4:30-7:30pm
Mystical Distribution Co. 8- 10pm

THURSDAYS
open for drop-in 

FRIDAYS
open for drop-in 

SATURDAY
intensives

Screenprinting

2nd, 3rd & 4th Saturday of the 
month
Contact Sarah: 
screenprint@purplethistle.ca

11am-2pm

SUNDAY
closed to drop in

12:30 - 2pm 

Youngunz 3 - 5pm

* *

* *

*

*

*

*

* *

*

* *

Darkroom Photography 4-6pm
(2nd and 4th Thursdays) contact 
Diana lalunaphoenix@gmail.com
Life Drawing 7:30-9:30pm*              
*(closed to drop in)

*

12 - 10pm

Squirtgunz

4 - 7:30pm

  * * * * * * * * * 

RAIN: make the art, the zine and 
meeting 4:30 pm
Animation 6-8pm
NYAC Screen Printing drop in
6-9pm

this and that

Radical Gardeners: Garden Work 
& Meeting 3pm
Open Performance Fridays! 7:30PM

Open Performance Fridays!

Fri, Dec 3rd, 7:30 : Clothing clinic/swap, bring 
clothing to repair or make better or trade, 
add buttons and patches, use sewing ma-
chines, learn, teach and share skillz!.
Sun, Dec 5th 8:30 : Cuddle up on the flor with 
a blanket, a pillow, or a friend, bring a story to 
share, or come just to listen.
Fri, Dec 10th 8:00 : A celebration of eccen-
tricity - Everyone who comes must perform 
something - Anything goes!
Sat, Dec 11th 7:00 : Film night double feature: 
The Garden, Survive Style Five Plus

***All welcome to come, share, perform, join 
in, everyone from inexperienced to 
professional!!!***

              * * * * * * * * * 

We will be closed for winter holidays from 
December 18 - January 2nd. 

               * * * * * * * * * 
Thistle holiday party and 

gift exchange

hot beverages, hot performances, art, and 
an optional gift exchange, (gifts will 
preferably be hand-made, found items, 
re-giften, or otherwise money-free.)

            Sing to the tune of “Let it Snow”

oh the weather outside is frightful,
and gardening is so delightful,
but since it’s too cold to grow,

let it snow! let it snow! let it snow!

the cold doesn't show signs of stopping,
and the seeds don’t show any signs of popping,

the lights are turned way down low,
let it snow! let it snow! let it snow!

the amaranth we finally ate
we planted garlic under leaves nice and warm,

made row covers thinkin' we sealed our seedlings fate,
all winter long we’re planning a garden farm!

oh the perennials are slowly dying,
and till next spring we are good-bying,

but we love learning more,
so we're canning and planning and building with 2 by 4’s!

let it snow! let it snow! let it snow!

oh the weather outside is frightful,
and gardening is so delightful,
but since it’s too cold to grow,

let it snow! let it snow! let it snow!

Radical
GARDENERS 
of the Purple Thistle

             The Thistle is a youth-run community centre for arts and activism
 
We are a free place (both free-of-charge, and we 
are interested in freedom) where youth can engage 
with each other and their community. 
The Centre is a physical space to root ourselves, 
a place to work together, and a site to learn new 
ways for radical organizing for social change.
All Welcome!

The Purple Thistle gardeners are youth driven and 
radical! We meet every Tuesday at 3pm and every 
Friday at 2pm.  Over the winter we have a ton of 
interesting projects on the go including, planning and 
design of the spaces that we are expanding to, 
building and maintaining structures, canning and food 
preservation, using herbs and native plants 
medicinally, and of course getting prepared for the 
spring onslaught.  We love new youth joining in anytime 
- drop in or email Marla at marlarenn@gmail.com for 
more information.

words and photos by Marla Renn

art by Willow Dekker

*We will be closed for winter holidays 
from December 18 - January 2nd. 

             * * * * * * * * * 

the Thistle will have a 
table at Rhizome for:
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www.purplethistle.ca

Find us at the corner of Parker and Vernon in East Van!

art by Zach Bergman

The Subversive Cinema group has been expanding our base of alternative 
processes in filmmaking.  One of our main objectives has been to create a
homemade emulsion that can be painted onto film leader and used as
light-sensitive film.  We've turned the darkroom into a mini chemistry lab,
beckoning forth our inner scientists as we've mixed chemicals, exposed and
developed several test attempts, and problem-solved to achieve what we're
after.  We've accomplished the first task: creating an emulsion that
produces a beautiful image, made through photograms (aka. rayograms) by
exposing the film directly under the enlargers in the darkroom.  We're
continuing to work on getting the emulsion to stay on the leader rather
than it sliding off during the processing--a phenomenon called "lifting."
Emulsion lifting can be an awesome visual effect if it's what you're trying
to achieve, but we'd like first to produce a stable image that stays put.

Zach and Daymon have been working on a short film shot on the 16mm 
Bolex–camera, using hand-processing techniques such as solarization.  Adam and
Sam have produced anthotype prints by creating the most subversive emulsion
of all--plant matter.  They've used ground up nasturshems leaves to create a
gorgeous green emulsion painted onto paper and then exposed in the sun for
several hours, creating silhouette images. We've all been working together
on an "exquisite photogram" film, using the idea of the exquisite corpse
drawing, where each of us exposes objects or images onto the film, then
hand-offs the remaining footage to the next person.  We hope that the
collaborative piece will result in a great film installation loop.

We are currently assessing the desire for continuing the alternative film
processing meetings and are figuring out whether the group should continue
to focus on more advanced alt processes or if it should focus on beginner
techniques for those without filmmaking experience.  Please let us know if
you'd like to create some subversive cinema starting in January, and if so,
what your level of experience is.  Contact april@aprilgrayson.com to let us
know. 

Alternative Processes 
Film Making

 * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Radical Art In Nature:
Guerrilla Art Group and ZINE

hey radicals! 
we’ve been busy gaining skills  in indesign, artmaking, and journalism so we can do some a
wesome making of  issue number 5! we will be working on the issue over December and 
January!
And as always, we’ll be doing some spontaneous actions... to keep updated, or to join in with 
the fun, contact:
Carla: rainzine@gmail.com
Arlin: arlotattoos@hotmail.com

  Zen and the Art of 
      Computer Maintenance
During the summer it was decided by the collective that the computer lab was in dire need of a retro-
fit. Things like cleaning up the space, replacing the old CRT monitors and eventually building newer
computers capable of running graphics and video editing software seemed to be pressing priorities.

So a couple months ago we formed a tech crew consisting of Sasha, Marley, Alex, Isaac and myself to
figure out how best to tackle this. Our first objective was to clean up the place. We all came in on a
Friday and worked for 4 hours moving the towers, and electrical and network cables under the exist-
ing tables. We tore out some of the shelves used for the CRT monitors and towers and replaced three
CRT’s with LCD’s. Sarah and the collective were inspired to paint a wall blue. Man it’s looking great. 
We have managed to replace most of the CRT’s with LCD’s since we started. The next step will be to 
finish painting the walls and the tables and then work on upgrading a couple towers.

So, come on down, use the computers and while you are there if you have any ideas on how to
 improve the space or have ideas  of what kinds of software/programs you would want, please let us 
know! Peace. 

art by Willow Dekker

 * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

art by Adam Huggins
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