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This winter, acclaimed publisher AK Press brings you a new, unapologetic defense of city life 
in a time of environmental crisis.  

If we want to preserve what’s still left of the natural world, we need to stop using so much of it. 

Common Ground in a Liquid City is a fun and engaging look at the future of urban life. Hern 
takes us on a journey through over a dozen urban centers, from Vancouver to Istanbul, Mon-
treal, Las Vegas, and beyond, exploring the history and current composition of cities around 
the globe and highlighting the elements of each that make it livable. What emerges in the end 
is an appealing portrait of what the urban future might look like--environmentally friendly, 
locally focused, and governed from below.

Matt Hern lives and works in East Vancouver with his partner and daughters where he founded 
the Purple Thistle Centre and Car-Free Vancouver Day. His writing has been published on all 
six continents and translated into ten languages and he continues to lecture globally. He 
holds a Ph.D. in Urban Studies and teaches at Simon Fraser University and the University of 
British Columbia. His books include Everywhere, All the Time, Watch Yourself: Why Safer Isn’t 
Always Better, and Field Day.

a little music, a little drinking, 
a little yapping, a lot of fun.


