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Finding Home:
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Artwork: Leia Herrera &
Wibke Kreft

Youngunz photo: Kris Krug

Artwork by Leia Herrera

WELCOME'!

Hey folks. Welcome to our first newsletter of 2009/10. Big thanks to Joi
and Carla for putting this together.

Alfter nine years M I can honestly say that the Thistle is healthier, happier
and funkier than ever before. In lots of ways it's amazing to me that we're
still kicking -
regular funding and an overtly radical agenda! But kaboom, still here and
getting better.

an independent community centre run by youth. With no

Over the years the contours of the place have constantly shifted and
and that's a huge strength. Sometimes it's been run by nasty
crust punx, other times by sincere artists, other times technie nerds and

evo lved -

every other youth demographic you can imagine. It's the heart of the cen-
re - historically, but also day to day. We're at our best when the Thistle
1s a p]ace where all kinds of fo“&s are rea“y at home. We don’t want a
place where people are just tolerated, but everyone is welcomed in warm

friendship.

If I had one hope for the Thistle it would be that any of us can roll in, feel
at home and know that people will appreciate and welcome us. If together
we can build that kind of convivial centre, then we have a real chance at
being able to really flourish and write our own stories.

That's only going to happen if all of us start making the Thistle our own.
So that’s an invitation. C'mon in, get settled and figure out how to make
the place yours, a place that really energizes and inspires you.

FEATURE ARTIST: LEIA HERRERA

“The Purple Thistle is my extended living room. I've come to know
it as a gentle casual space where mess can be made, where ideas can
roam and evolve and stare out the window, and where skills can be
learned and traded - for free. The value of this motivates me. I've met

many beautiful inspiring people of all ages who continue to do good
work here, sharing their individual genius and expanding the mean-

ing of community. Whatever the alignment of your creative spirit,
the Thistle is a studio, a playground and a home, and | encourage
everyone to visit, sit and stay a while - and make some tea. Love!”

*EASTSIDE*
*CULTURE
*CRAWLK

Friday, November 20 - 5:00 - 10:00 pm
Saturday, November 21 - 11:00 - 6:00 pm
Sunday, November 22 - 11:00 - 6:00 pm

The Thistle will be participating in the thir-
teenth annual Eastside Culture Crawl again
this year. The Crawl is a three day event
showcasing local creative talent in their
The Thistle

reps as a heart of the eastside community

workspaces across East Van.

and allows for youth to share their creative
endeavors and real concerns with the public.

There will be lots
of art for enjoyment and for sale!
www.eastsideculturecrawl.ca
OOOOOOOOTOTOOOTOOTOOOOOOTOOOO0

Thistle’s new Theatre/Acting Mentor,
Ruth Mclntosh is offering up a
one®
When: December 4
Time: 79 pm
sign up at the thistle SOON as there is limited space!

It's a great time for all.

time trial class!

In anticipation of the creation process com-
mencing in the new year, participants will get
a taste of the skill-building involved in gener-
ating (using improv and writing) self-initiated
material. Be prepared to be on your feet and/
or with pen and paper in hand. Regardless,
there will be a concentrated attention on act-
ing skills. Those interested in writing and act-
ing are welcome. Ruth McIntosh is a profes-
sional actor, theatre educator, and dramaturg,
*stay tuned as there may be a second class on

December 11!

Artwork by Leia Herrera






